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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  sanitary  condition  and  vital  statistics  of 
your  district  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

A small  market  town,  with  some  shirt  and  collar 
factories.  A certain  number  of  residents  are  employed 
in  lace-net  factories  situated  outside  the  district. 

Geology. 

Except  at  Winterhay,  where  there  is  alluvial  gravel 
in  the  bed  of  the  lie,  Ilminster  is  situated  on  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Lias,  a formation  consisting  of  beds  of 
sandy  limestone  with  intervening  clay. 

Population  - (estimated)  2,502 

Inhabited  Houses  - 643 

Average  Number  per  house  3*9 

Acreage  - - 529 


Meteorology. 

For  the  recorded  Rainfall  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W. 
Beckwith.  The  rainfall  is  above  the  average,  due 
principally  to  the  unusual  amount  of  wet  during  the 
month  of  December.  The  figures  are  as  follows  : 


Total  Eainfall  during  the  year  1914,  43  405  inches. 


January 

•565 

May 

1-68 

September 

2-23 

February 

4385 

June 

2-455 

October 

3-78 

March 

5-27 

July 

5-32 

November 

3-94 

April 

1-265 

August 

3-265 

December 

919 
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From  a Public  Health  point  of  view  the  year  1914 
has  been  uneventful  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned. 
No  serious  epidemics  have  occurred.  On  two  occasions 
cases  of  Measles  were  notified.  These  were  at  once 
isolated  and  the  disease  failed  to  spread  further,  thus 
supporting  the  view  that  the  addition  of  Measles  to 
the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  has  been  amply  justified. 
The  Death-rate  is  higher  than  usual,  but  this  is  attri- 
butable to  the  large  number  of  deaths  among  persons 
over  65  years  of  age. 


Subjoined  is  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  of 
Nuisances  remedied  during  the  year: 


2 S 

£ 

New  Gullies. 

Defective  Drains 
and  W.'C’s. 

Manure 

Nuisances. 

Insufficient 

Sanitary 

Accommodation. 

1 

Total. 

5 

17 

4 

2 

1 

30 

G.  W.  WARRY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Water  Supply. 

The  supply  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  No 
complaints  have  been  made  and  no  action  necessary. 

A special  report  has  been  asked  for  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  drawing  up  a report 
on  the  water  supplies  of  the  whole  county. 

There  are  three  piped  supplies,  viz  : Court  Barton, 
Chink,  and  New  Road,  owned  by  the  Town,  Colonel 
Vaughan  Lee,  and  Mr.  A.  Poole  respectively.  There 
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are  also  certain  shallow  wells.  The  Court  Barton  and 
Chink  waters  are  derived  from  springs,  the  New  Road 
from  two  wells.  The  water  comes  from  the  Lias. 
There  is  no  known  liability  to  contamination.  The 
maximum  yield  is  not  known.  The  Chink  and  Court 
Barton  water  supply  by  gravitation,  that  of  New  Road 
is  pumped,  usually  on  alternate  days.  Each  supply 
has  service  reservoirs  of  stone  or  brick,  covered.  The 
New  Road  reservoirs  have  a capacity  of  14000  gallons, 
Chink  about  4000,  and  Court  Barton  about  500.  The 
supply  is  ample,  although  the  amount  used  per  head 
is  not  known.  There  is  only  shortage  after  a series  of 
dry  seasons.  No  purification  process  is  used. 

The  Court  Barton  supply  serves  Silver  Street,  Ditton 
Street,  and  Market  Square.  Chink  supplies  Butts, 
High  Street,  West  Street,  and  Station  Road.  The  New 
Road  supply  serves  about  63  houses  in  New  Road  and 
West  Street. 

The  water  is  hard  but  of  good  quality.  Analyses 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  of  all  the  supplies. 


Scavenging. 

The  streets  are  scavenged  every  day  in  the  principal 
parts  and  twice  a week  all  through.  The  house  refuse 
is  now  removed  twice  weekly.  The  present  contractor 
seems  to  have  done  the  work  well,  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received.  The  use  of  covered  carts  and 
watertight  receptacles  for  refuse  is  still  to  be  desired. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  entered  on  the  register 
is  five.  Inspections  have  been  duly  made,  and  no 
breaches  of  the  Bye-Laws  were  observed. 
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A register  is  also  kept  of  Purveyors  of  Milk.  There 
are  at  present  seven  purveyors  on  the  list.  There  is 
one  Milk-shop  which  is  well  kept. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

These  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and 
appear  to  have  been  well  conducted.  No  diseased 
meat  or  unsound  food  has  been  found  exposed  for  sale. 

Housing  and  Town-planning  Act. 

Inspections  have  continued  under  this  Act,  the 
results  being  given  in  a Table  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 
In  one  or  two  cases  complaints  have  been  made  as  to 
the  cleanliness  of  houses.  I have  found  it  sufficient  to 
warn  the  tenants  and  to  keep  the  houses  under  obser- 
vation. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Work-places. 

28  inspections  were  made,  and  one  sanitary  defect 
detected,  for  which  a notice  was  served. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  have  been  no  serious  epidemics.  Six  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  In  connection  with  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Scheme  a Dispensary  has  now 
been  opened  at  Chard  and  is  available  for  patients 
from  this  district.  A Health  Visitor  continues  to  keep 
the  cases  under  observation.  After  a death  from 
Tuberculosis  disinfection  is  always  performed,  and  also 
whenever  possible  when  a removal  has  taken  place. 
A special  return  is  promptly  made  by  the  Register 
when  a death  has  been  certified  as  due  to  Tuberculosis. 
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The  question  of  the  provision  of  medical  and  nursing 
assistance  for  cases  of  Ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  laid 
before  the  Council  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  almost  un- 
known in  this  district  the  Council  decided  to  take  no 
action  in  the  matter. 

In  view  of  the  possible  danger  of  the  importation 
of  infectious  diseases,  special  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  deal  with  Belgian  Refugees.  These  are  ex- 
amined by  the  Medical  Officer  attached  to  the  Refugees’ 
Committee  in  London  before  they  are  sent  down.  They 
are  again  examined  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
after  their  arrival  in  the  district,  and  they  are  kept 
under  observation  and  practically  isolated  for  a fort- 
night. 


Vital  Statistics. 

These  do  not  call  for  special  notice.  No  Local 
Government  Board  Inquiries  were  held  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

Appended  are  the  usual  Statistical  Tables. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HAROLD  DOWNES,  m.b., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Ilminster, 

March,  1915. 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1913  and 
previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population 
Estim’d  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  1 
Deaths  rog. 
in  District.  | 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett.  Deaths  belong- 
ing to  the  District. 

Uncorrected 

number. 

Nett. 

of  Non. 

residents 

I reg.  in  Dist. 

of  residents 

not  reg.  in 

Diet. 

Under  1 Yr. 

All  Ages. 

Number. 

Bate. 

Number. 

Bate. 

Number. 

Bate  per 

1000  Nett 

Births. 

Number. 

Bate. 

1909 

2304 

41 

41 

17-8 

30 

13-2 

30 

13-2 

1910 

2306 

44 

44 

19.0 

28 

12-1 

28 

121 

1911 

2467 

38 

38 

15-4 

28 

11-3 

5 

2 

526 

33 

13-3 

1912 

2483 

43 

43 

17  3 

28 

11-2 

1 

2 

465 

29 

11-6 

1913 

2500 

40 

40 

16-0 

22 

8-4 

1 

1 

250 

23 

90 

1914 

2502 

52 

52 

20-7 

35 

11-6 

0 

4 

3 

57-7 

39 

15-5 

Area  of  district  ) ^9  Total  Population  at  all  ages  2467.  j At  Census 
in  acres  ) Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  601  j 1911 


TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 
Year  1914. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 

1 to 
5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
45 

45  to 
65 

65  and 
upw:ds 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  1 

Tuberculosis  i 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Other  forms  of  1 

Tuberculosis  i 

1 

1 

Measles 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

8 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Totals 

19 

1 

3 

5 

3 

4 

1 

2 

Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals , Sanatoria,  fyc.  — None. 
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TABLE  111. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at  Death  during  the 
Year  1914. 


Deaths  in  the  whole  District  at  subjoined  ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ayes 

Under 

1 

1 to 

2 

2 to 

5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
45 

45  to 
65 

65  & 

All  ( Certified 

37 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

11 

15 

Causes  } Uncertified  . . 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  ) 

2 

J 

Tuberculosis  | 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  ) 

3 

3 

Disease  1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

8 

1 

1 

6 

Alcoholism  . . 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  1 

3 

1 

Bright’s  Disease  j 

Congenital  Debility  \ 

and  Malformation  f 

Q 

Q 

including  i 

O 

o 

Premature  Birth  / 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

8 

1 

4 

3 

Diseases  ill -defined  \ 

*7 

Q 

A 

or  unknown  ( 

7 

O 

Totals 

39 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

13 

15 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infantile  Mortality. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 week 

1 to  2 
weeks 

Total 
Deaths 
under  1 yr. 

All  1 Certified 

1 

2 

3 

Causes  i Uncertified  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

Congenital  > 

Malformation 1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  50  : illegitimate,  2. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year — legitimate,  3 : illegitimate,  0. 


TABLE  V. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 


New  houses  erected  during  1914  . . . . 0. 

Number  inspected  during  1914  ..  ..  51. 

Reported  unfit  for  habitation  . . . . 0. 

Defective,  but  with  defects  not  sufficient  to  i ^ 

report  as  unfit  for  habitation  ) 

Without  recorded  sanitary  defects  ..  ..  41. 

Action  taken,  and  results  in  \ For  houses  reported  during 
regard  to  houses  reported  > 1913  1914 

unfit  during  1913  & 1914)  no  action  necessary. 


Action  taken  with  regard  to  defective  houses  but  not 
sufficient  to  report  as  unfit:— 


For  houses  first  examined  during 

1913. 

1914. 

Number  so  examined 

45. 

51. 

Number  with  defects  remedied  by  > 
the  end  of  1914  ( 

all. 

3. 

Number  still  defective  at  end  of  1914. 
Number  not  yet  visited  to  ascertain  i 

0. 

4. 

4. 

if  defects  remedied  1 

Cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year 

0. 

■ 


■ 


